“IN THEE SHALL ALL THE NATIONS OF THE

EARTH BE BLESSED”.
Arnold Kennedy

aekennedy@xtra.co.nz

INTRODUCTION.


This title passage from Genesis chapter twelve is taken different ways by different people and groups.  This paper is written in particular to counter the prevailing view held by British Israelites and many others.  Furthermore, it argues against the view held by virtually every denomination.  This paper will show that the phrase, “All the nations of the earth” does not and cannot mean “every person of every race”.

This paper is an attempt to clarify the issue by looking deeper in to the last phrase of the verse below in particular. 

Gen 12:1 (KJV) “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:   And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:   And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed”. 

Genesis 22:17-18 “That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 
A person without any Biblical knowledge might well ask why God would have to take Abram out of his country in order to bless those left behind.  There were other people in that land to which Abram was to go to so what was the difference if all the nations of the earth were to be blessed?  There is an answer!

Genesis 26:4 And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the(this) earth be blessed.

This is the verse that is seldom quoted because it shows that Abraham (now Abram’s name) would have possession of these countries to which Abraham was told to go.  Abraham’s seed would be blessed in this (land) possession.  We will go on to prove that “all the nations” means the nations that come from Abraham’s seed.  Also we will see that “the earth” does not mean the whole globe.

THE POPULAR VIEWS.

1. This passage is taken by adherents to Judaism to mean that “the Jews” are to be particularly protected by God, and that through this blessing they are designed to bless all other peoples by their control over them.

2. Judeo-Christian churches claim that this passage means that “Christians” are to be so protected, and that “The Church” now represents that great nation, because it is made up of “believers” in Jesus Christ.  Thus this blessing is available to all of every race. At the same time they claim that “The Jews” have a place as “racial Israelites” whereas “the Church” means “spiritual Israelites”, and that somehow both have the same destiny. 

3. Others believe that this promise to Abram concerns only the literal physical descendants of Abram, and that the phrase, “families of the earth” refers to those families only who descend from Abram.

4. Still others believe that this passage concerns God’s justice that is to be returned to earth through this promise to Abram.

Any suggestion of selection (election) by the Divine Potter is unpopular, but it cannot easily be denied that “race” or “belief” must come into the picture somewhere when we read through the Bible.  Some try to get over this by saying that one race is the vehicle whereby all the races become as one through this “blessing” promise to Abram (who later became known as Abraham).  But it will not take us long to see that this “melting pot” view cannot have any Biblical backing.

Contingent upon this are other beliefs, such as whether or not all men descended from Adam, and whether of not there is a “chosen race”.  The first may be the popular belief, but the fact of a “chosen race” features right through the Bible.  Being so, the issue becomes a matter of belief within the chosen race, who over time, have become many peoples.  The fact of each Israelite tribe continuing as separate identities continues in the Bible right up to the time of the New Jerusalem.  

Rev 21:10 “And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;  And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel”. 

Whether or not we believe this “twelve tribes” limitation determines how we interpret prophecy, what we believe about “race” and how we interpret the phrase, “And in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed”. 
To start with we will have a general look at “race”.

RACE.

Separate races are taken as a matter of fact through the Bible, and it is not necessary to make any further comment.  Can one race turn into another is answered by:

Jeremiah 13:23  “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots”?

So we might ask what belief might have to do with this.  We know that belief cannot change race.  There is no room for prejudice, pre-judgements or pre-positions in this matter.  Arguments such as, “Their blood is the same colour under their skin” mean nothing.  Neither does the argument, “There is only one race and that is the human race”.  Any inferences from these claims are extra-Biblical!

Racial preferences, racial loyalties, and racial pride are facts of life. But also are such things as medical matters, mental abilities, attitudes, and responses to adversity facts of life. They vary between races.  In these days when we have come to an understanding of racial genes and behavioural genes, we can now see racial separators that indicate that each race has essential differences.  These support the Biblical picture that “the seed of Abraham” could never be inclusive of other races.  “Faith” cannot change God’s Law about this.  Abraham had the faith to obey the statutes and judgements part of the total law.

LAWS OF HEREDITY.


The Laws of heredity are things we cannot change by environment and culture.  We cannot change a donkey into a pig by involving these factors.  We cannot change a Jack Russell dog into an Alsatian by putting both into the same cage.  We cannot make a well-bred dog out of a mongrel by teaching him tricks.   We cannot make a heavy draft horse into a racehorse by racing him on a racetrack.  We cannot make a Mexican into an Anglo-Saxon by making them have the same belief. Today it has dawned that education and environment do not fundamentally alter racial values and behaviour.  No amount of sophistry can offset the built-in handicap or advantage of ancestry.


There is a saying, “What goes into the melting pot is what will come out”, and there is evidence that there is no physical or mental advantage in race mixing.  Multiculturism does not witness to assimulation.  Instead we arrive at a situation where increase in the numbers of cultures only increases the number of cultural conflicts.  Racial separation in regard to Israel is enjoined through Scripture.

Numbers 23:9  For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. 

Deut 7:6  For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. 

Then we have a “blessing” verse we can consider later in, “In thee shall all the nations of the earth be blessed”.

Deut7:14  Thou shalt be blessed above all people:

This of course is not inclusive of all other races! 

    The Bible has a lot to say about hereditary factors. In the New Testament the word “stock” is used.

Act 13:26  Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent. 

That Judeo-Christian churches do not accept this limitation will never change it.  “Stock” is a generational term.

    There is not any way whereby we can change bad stock into good stock.  Jesus Christ put it this way:
Mat 7:18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.   Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

Though this verse is primarily in a spiritual context, one does not read far to discover how “trees” in Scripture are used as symbols of races and nations.  They are symbols of “stock”.  There is no way we can convert a banana tree into an oak tree, even if popular doctrine tries to say this can be done by belief.  Jesus prefixed the verse above by saying, “Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles”?  It just cannot be done!  Why try any more?


These all are things we need to keep in mind when we consider the meaning of, “all nations” in “In thee shall all the nations of the earth be blessed”.
IS THE BLESSING A MATTER OF OBTAINING JUSTICE?

This is an interesting view some put forth. It is claimed that the history about the covenant God made with Abraham is told so that mankind could gain insight into his own history and learn about the true nature of justice, and that this is an example for all mankind to follow.  The idea is that Israel is the nation that was to be the vehicle of the divine revelation to all other nations. In other words, Abraham’s descendants are the vehicle of revelation but if they do not follow the justice revealed to them they will be subject to the same sanctions of the divine justice.  Quoting from an unrecorded source, “From looking at the consequences and comparing these to the law, we are able to understand the nature of God’s justice.  Israel can provide a bad or a good example.  And as we understand the nature of the justice revealed to the descendants of Abraham and watch how it works out in their history, we, too, can acquire a blessing. Having looked at the revelation of the divine justice in terms of its nature, we can now move into the history of Israel and watch the outworking of that justice so that we might better understand our own history and problems.  In this way we can acquire a blessing according to God’s intentions in Abraham”.

The problem with this view is that we do not see any evidence through Scripture of any other peoples being particularly blessed in their association with Israelites.  It would not be expected because it is clear that the Israelite people were designed to “dwell alone”.

Numbers 23:9  
For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. 

Biblically, Israelites were to be a distinct people, and are seen to still be so, even into the time of the New Jerusalem with its twelve gates bearing the names of the twelve Israelite tribes.  There are many verses that detail the separation of Israel from all other peoples.

Exodus 33:16  
For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth. 


When we consider these stated facts about the non-association of Israel with other people, and of their separateness, it becomes hard to not see that there might well be a problem with the way, “And in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” is translated.

THE TRANSLATION OF “AND IN THEE SHALL ALL FAMILIES OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED”.

It will help to view parallel passages, because the more verses about this “blessing” that we consider, the less we are likely to make mistakes.  I will underline the particular words, and make some brief comments before looking deeper language-wise into the phrases.

Gen 18:18-19 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?  For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 

In this verse, the subject is Abraham, his children and his household.  It is not non-Abrahamic seed being blessed.  Because Abraham had apparent foreigners in his camp it is popular to claim that the word “household” refers to these.  But the words “after him” are ignored and we can see that this refers to his descendants. The multitude of varying translation only confuses what the Hebrew word bayith actually means but it is a common word in Aramaic, Arabic, Akadian and Ugaritic meaning one’s inward family, or descendants as a corporate group.  The words “nation” and “nations” are from the same word, but in the LXX Greek (ethnos) it can be taken that this means that all from Abraham will be blessed. 

Gen 22:17  That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies.

If Abraham’s seed was to “possess the gate of his enemies”, how could this consequence be interpreted as being a blessing to these enemies? 

Gen 22:18  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

God had promised to bless Abraham’s descendents through having faith to obey, not any others.  Since each nation had its own “earth” or land, e.g. “The land of Israel”, it becomes easy to see how “all the earth” means “all that singular earth belonging to Abraham’s descendents”.  Abraham’s seed did indeed become different peoples or “nations” as their “earth” enlarged, and thus were to be blessed.

Gen 26:3  Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father. And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 

Here the word “countries” is the same word as “earth” in the previous verses above.  God had promised a defined area to Abraham’s descendants, and these became the “nations of the earth” that were to be blessed.  Obviously these became very numerous.

Galatians 3:7  Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.  So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 

Gal 3:14  That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

These New Testament passages are used to suggest that faith in Jesus Christ obviate any need to obey what Abraham obeyed, but Jesus obeyed the same justice and judgments part of the law of God.  The “faith of Abraham” was having the faith to believe and obey God. The Genesis 18 passage above continues with:

For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

THE TENSE OF “IN THEE SHALL ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED”.


There is no doubt that the “shall” as in most translations and versions means the future tense, but because some versions do not give this in the future tense, further examinations is necessary.  For instance, Young’s Literal Translation reads, “And Abraham certainly becometh a nation great and mighty, and blessed in him have been all nations of the earth?”   Now, “have been” is not “will be”.  So we need closer examination still further to find out which is right.  In the Hebrew, the phrase, “shall be blessed” is in the Niphal stem.  What does this mean?  Well, Niphal sometimes expresses a “reflexive” action.  That is, the blessing is upon the subject, so then they would bless themselves.  Strongs 1288 confirms, “Bless themselves”.  Going a step further, the perfect mood in which this is means the action was completed at that point in time. 

So what is the blessing itself?  The word “barak” has been translated a confusing number of ways such as “bless”, “kneel” “curse” and “blaspheme”, so that is not helpful.   The word seems to be derived from the word “berek” meaning “knee”, and is used in relation to submission and obedience. The Harris-Archer-Waltke Theological Word Book Of The Old Testament says, “It was summed up in the expression, ‘They shall put my name upon the Children of Israel”. Then it goes on to say, “That the person addressed was evidently possessed of this power for abundant living”.  If we try to put this together with the reflective action, the two add up to confirm that the blessing would be upon the descendants of Abraham themselves, and not upon other races.  The next step is to look at the phrase, “All the nations of the earth”.

“ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH”


Various version give, “nations of the earth”, “kindreds of the earth”, “families of the earth” and “families of the ground”.  The word “families” and “kindreds” is the word “mishpachah” that means “a circle of relatives”.  So when we read, “And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed”, we find ourselves seeing Abraham being made a “nation” or “people” (goyim) made up of a “circle of relatives” (mishpachah) who were blessed.  Obviously, those nations that are cursed are not so blessed!  When we consider the offspring a Abraham became “many nations”, and that “In Isaac shall thy seed be called”-(Gesesis 21:12 + Romans 9:7 + Hebrews 11:8), we see the “circle of relatives” and the “blessed” offspring being refined down to the Tribes of Israel. These in turn would then bless each other. To complete the equation we need to see further confirmation from the phrase, “nations of earth”, or “families of the ground” refers to the whole of the globe’s surface, or to that land occupied by the “circle of relatives”.

“FAMILIES OF THE GROUND” AND “NATIONS OF THE EARTH”.


The major source of error in many passages is what we mean by certain words.  We have different words translated as “earth”, “ground”, “countries”,“land”, “nations”, “families” and “kindreds”.  Originally Abraham was told to go from his father’s house unto an “ ‘eretz” or land that God would show him.  If eretz here is the whole Earth, then Abraham must have gone to another planet!  Abraham was told, “all The ‘Earth’ which thou seeth, I will give thee”.  He was told to arise and walk through the earth.  So we need to ask, “Did he walk across the whole globe”?  Again we have to ask if this particular ‘earth’ is the whole earth or the Promised Land.  We can see it is not all the ‘eretzs of all the races on earth because Abraham was told to get himself out of his present “earth” and to go to “THE earth”.  There are many references that give confirmation of the meaning.  “THE earth” does not mean the whole globe, but rather that portion belonging to the particular area or person under consideration. We see this again in Gen 13:12 which states that Abram again dwelt in an earth of Canaan, and in verses 14 to 17 Jehovah said to Abram:  “... lift up thine eyes Northward, Southward, Eastward and Westward For all this The earth that thou seest, to thee will I give it and to thy seed till the end of the Age. And I will make thy seed as the dust of The earth so that if a man can number the dust of The earth then so shall thy seed be numbered. Arise walk through The earth, the length and the breadth of it for unto thee will I give it”.
Contrary to popular presentation, we must note that in Genesis 12:3xe "Gen 12\: 3" \i, the ‘them’ in I will bless them is plural, whereas the ‘him’ in, “I will curse him” is singular.  The Hebrew allows for two possible translations of be blessed, namely:

1. May be blessed in, or by, association with thee, and

2. May bless themselves [as the RV footnote says].

Some awkward questions could be posed here if it was to be taken that all nations had the meaning of “every race on earth”:

a. If those who curse Abraham are cursed, how could those so cursed be part of all nations that were to be blessed?

b. Were the Egyptians blessed or cursed through Israel’s presence during their captivity and also in the Exodus?

c. When the Children of Israel went into the Promised Land, they were told to exterminate all the Canaanite nations.  Was not that an unusual way of blessing the Canaanites?  After all, they were supposed to be part of all nations.  Likewise Amalek was to be exterminated.

d. In Deut. 23:6xe "Deu 23\: 6" \i, God commanded Israel that they should not seek the peace or the prosperity of the Ammonites and the Moabites right up to the end of the age.  Ezra 9:12xe "Ezr  9\:12" \i indicates similar treatment of the non-Israelites in the land.  This is hardly a blessing on those nations, is it?

e. When The House of Judah was in captivity in Babylon, is there any evidence of Israel being a blessing to Babylon?

f. When the House of Israel was in captivity in Assyria, did this make the Assyrians blossom? 

g. When Israel was told to exterminate the entire population of the Perizzites, the Hivites, the Amorites, the Hittites,the Canaanites and the Jebusites, inclusive of men, women, children and cattle, were these people “blessed in Abraham”?

h. When we consider what we read in Deut. 23:6 how Israel was how God commanded the Israelites not to seek peace nor prosperity for the Ammonites or Moabites all their days, these could never be part of “all nations” Israel was supposed to bless.
i. In prophecy why are all the forecasts concerning non-Israel nations always detailing them as being servants to Israel and for them to perish if they refuse this destiny?  This is so right up to the end of the age.

j. The promise to Abraham was to “ALL” nations without any exceptions.  “All” cannot include those who are cursed and those God says that He hates.  

If “all the nations” had the meaning of “every race on earth” there would be no such exceptions!  This conclusion that “all the nations of the earth” means “all the nations of Israel” thus cannot be escaped, and no one should read further until this has registered fully in his or her mind!

Throughout Scripture, Israel was to, “dwell alone and shall not be reckoned among the nations”. [Num 23:9xe "Num 23\: 9" \i].  Prophecy sustains this to the end.

Daniel 7:27xe "Dan  7\:27" \i
And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve him.

Isaiah 60:12xe "Isa 60\:12" \i
For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.

Zech 14:16,17xe "Zec 14\:16,17" \i
And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came up against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.  And it shall be that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain.

Israel and Judah were scattered among all nations, but are these other nations to be blessed?  Jeremiah does not agree.

Jer 30:11xe "Jer 30\:11" \i
… though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet I will not make a full end of thee …

Jeremiah repeats this in Jer. 46:28xe "Jer 46\:28" \i, addressing this to Jacob.  In all these Scriptures we can see the unique place of Israel among the other nations, but separated racially from them.  This continues after Jesus returns and Israel reigns with God over the other nations.  Finally there will be no more death.  What a blessing!  The blessing is either given by this seed, or by the Act of God.


We must also consider the timing factors in, “In thee shall all the nations of the earth be blessed”.  To date there is absolutely no evidence that this has happened in regard to every race on earth.  We find many Bible passage contrary to the popular meaning taken from, “In thee shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.
Isaiah 41:8,11,12  But thou Israel, art My servant Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham, My friend.  Behold, all that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish. Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that contend with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing and as a thing of nought.

Even of towards the end of the age we read:


Dan 7:27  And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him. 

Zec 14:16  And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.   And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain.   And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.   This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

A QUOTATION FROM “FAMILIES OF THE GROUND” BY R.N. PHILLIPS


“It is unlikely that the Millennium prize for handing out blessings would be won by Israel. That award would rightly belong to Jesus - not to the seed of Abraham. And do not make the error of believing that Jesus IS the Seed of Abraham, for that is not true. The popular translation of Gal 3:16 is wrong. Jesus is made to be OF the seed of Abraham, through Mary, but He is not and cannot be, the sperma (the seed) of Abraham otherwise He would be the seed of fallen man and unable to redeem anyone.

Thus the blessing of these families and nations of the earth is something that concerns the seed or sperma of Abraham, and only that seed. Either they must perform the blessing, or the blessing will be done to them, either by themselves, or by the act of God.

Therefore, since there is no apparent evidence of all the families of the whole World having received blessings from Abraham’s seed for the past three or four thousand years and there does not appear to be any blessings for all of them forthcoming in the next thousand years, it is time to go back and see just what

it was God did say in Genesis 12. But before we can do that properly, we need to understand the meaning

and usage of the Hebrew words for ground, earth, made and create.

The word ‘earth’

In Gen 1:1, the Hebrew text reads The heavens and The earth. The Definite Article has been printed with

a ‘T’ to emphasise that it is present in the Hebrew text. In English we are quite casual about the use of the

Definite Article, but Hebrew is much more careful. In Hebrew the Definite Article is used only when a noun has to be designated as definite because:

a. it has been previously mentioned,

b. it is well known,

c. it is the only one of its class or

d. it is the only one of its class to which some particular prominence is given.

This gives a rule we can use in our study:

Rule 1: when The heavens and The earth is used in Genesis, it refers to the sky and the planet - the well known skies and luminaries above and the planet beneath.

The Creators of Genesis 1, who are subordinate to God Himself, did not create the place where God is!

The usage of the Definite Article is made crystal clear in Gen 1:15: “And let them be for luminaries in the expanse of The heavens to give light on The earth.

In Gen 1:10, the dry land is named earth, without the Definite Article (the Definite Article is not used when something is named because the act of naming makes it definite). This gives us a rule for helping to understand the meaning of earth (eretz) when used with the Definite Article:

Rule 2: when The earth occurs by itself, it is referring to a finite region that has been previously defined.

In Genesis 1, The earth refers to the dry land Elohim created (Gen 1:1) but after Gen 2:4, it refers to other places, as we shall see.

In the second half of Gen 2:4 the Hebrew text contains the phrase earth and heavens. It stands in stark contrast to The heavens and The earth which occurs earlier in the verse. The contrast is due firstly, to the lack of the Definite Article and secondly, to the order of the words. The correct English translation is an earth and an heavens.1 From the second half of Gen 2:4 we can see that the phrase an earth and an heavens refers to a region of the earth that God Himself made.

Back to ‘earth’

Let us look at Gen 12:1 in the Hebrew text where Jehovah said to Abram: “Get thyself out of thy earth, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto The earth that I will show thee”.

In the Hebrew text of this verse we have earth occurring with and without the Definite Article. This brings in another rule:

Rule 3: when earth occurs without the Definite Article and the context relates to where people live, it is used in a regional way to define a specific geographical location or country. In can be singular or plural, as required by the context.

For example, the first few occurrences of earth without the Definite Article are:

a. Gen 2:11 - All that earth of Havilah where the gold is good.

b. Gen 2:13 - the river Gihon which compasseth the whole earth of Cush.

c. Gen 4:14-16 - where Cain was driven out from The faces of The ground and went and dwelt in an earth of Nod.

Hence, in Gen 12:1, God is saying to Abram Get out of your earth where you are now living and move to The earth which I will show you. God uses the Definite Article to show that The earth He is speaking about is the region that He made. It should be obvious that God is referring to two separate regions on the same planet. In this instance one region is called your earth and the other is called The earth.

‘Earth’ versus ‘Ground’

In Gen 12:3, the AV states that Jehovah says and blest in thee are all the families of the earth but the Hebrew text says all The families of The ground (adamah). The meaning of the Hebrew word, adamah, is defined on the basis of its use in Gen 1:25, 4:2 and 47:18:

Rule 4: adamah means the ground or soil underfoot.

When adamah is used with the Hebrew preposition upon, especially when referring to the land a person owns, it has a local rather than a global meaning. Hence, in Gen 47, adamah is used when speaking about the arable land in Egypt but eretz is used when speaking about the whole country or region - including the rivers, streams, hills, dales, mountains and valleys.

In Gen 2:7 we are told that Jehovah-Elohim formed The Adam out of the dust of The ground. This is Adam’s identification card - he was the first man of a race that was:

a. formed of dust,

b. from The ground,

c. of an earth,

d. which Jehovah-Elohim Himself had made,

e. somewhere on the planet the Elohim had created in Chapter 1.

We remember our origin at the funeral service - earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust - a clear reminder of Gen 3:19 for dust art thou and unto dust thou shalt return.

Rule 5: when The ground is used in association with people (and especially with regard to their origin) it refers to the soil of the region that belongs to God - the region He made.

For example, in Gen 9:20, Noah is formally identified as a man of The ground. The translators have altered God’s word to read ‘husbandman’ because they do not accept the origin of Adam from the dust of The ground.

All but eight people of this race were subsequently drowned in the Flood (God destroyed everybody else that descended from the man He had formed). The eight survivors and their descendants continued to live in this region. Ex 15:17 tells us this region is the Sanctuary He made with His hands and it is the region to which He brought Israel. Therefore, this is the same region that Jehovah said He would show Abram after he left that earth in which he was living. After Abram settled in The earth, God made His covenant with him and declared he would be the father of many nations.

The expression all The families of The ground potentially embraces all those who are descended from Adam through Noah. We are not told whether the mankind of Genesis 1 were created from dust or anything else, therefore, they cannot be included among the families which God specifically declares are of those formed from the dust of The ground, har adamah. However, when God said blessed in thee are all The families of The ground, it does not include those from Adam to Noah - they were destroyed in the flood. But what about Noah’s descendants down to Abraham - are they not also descendants of Adam and of The ground? The answer lies in the Hebrew text.

The phrase in you, in the Hebrew text, consists of a Hebrew preposition (the letter, beth) with a personal pronoun attached to it. This serves to concentrate our attention on the connection between the person and what is spoken. As a preposition, beth has a number of meanings, but the ones most relevant to us deal with its use in association with place, instrument (the means of doing something) and accompaniment.

Beth properly and originally denotes tarryance in a place and later was applied to neighbourhood and association.

Beth used in the sense of accompaniment includes the meaning with as in with much people and with many they came against me. The Bible gives no account of Abraham providing benefit to all The families of The ground during his lifetime. The rescue of Lot is the only time Abraham formed a confederacy with other nations (Gen 14) but even then, the vanquished enemy received no blessings. In fact, the enemy lost everything they owned. So beth does not mean with in this verse.

Beth used to indicate the instrument means with or by in the sense of with the sword, by the hand of. This would mean Abraham was to personally provide the means of blessing. As we have seen, this is not recorded anywhere in the Bible.

When beth is used in association with place, the relevant possibilities are:

a. in (a place) - in the city; in the house.

b. the limits by which a thing is bounded - within thy gates, within my walls.

c. of the fountain, origin and material from whence anything is sourced - to drink in the cup

(to drink what is in the cup).

Of these three, (a) and (b) restrict the blessing to Abraham’s own lifetime, but (c) makes Abraham the source and origin of all The families of The ground under discussion. In other words, at this point it would

seem that the expression all The families of The ground refers to all of Abraham’s descendants - Isaac, Ishmael and his other six sons.

Thus in Genesis 12:1-3 God was, in fact, proposing to re-establish His sovereignty on the planet by forming a new race, in a new way, starting with Abram who was a descendant of Shem, the son of Noah, who was a descendant of one of the families of The ground that sprang from Adam and Eve. 

THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH.

This leaves only one more term to understand - The nations of The earth. Our first introduction to the nations that occupied “The earth” is in Gen 10:32 which concludes the listing of Noah’s descendants by

saying that these families of the sons of Noah formed the nations that divided The earth after the flood. In Gen 11:1 we find that all the people in The earth spoke the one language - which is consistent with them all being descendants of Noah’s line. This establishes that Noah’s descendants occupied The earth – the region that God made and is in accordance with the directive that the Elohim gave Noah in Gen 9:1 - to fill “The earth”

It would be well to look further into this phrase.  It has been pointed out that long after the Flood, God tells  Abram to leave his present earth and go to The earth which Jehovah would show him. Now look at the  following

Gen 12:5-7, we find:

a. Abram and Lot coming to an earth of Canaan (verse 5).

b. Abram passing through The earth (which God was going to give to Abram) and finding

that the Canaanite was already in The earth (verse 6).

c. Jehovah appearing to Abram and saying Unto thy seed will I give all this The earth.

However, verse 10 states that there was a famine in The earth at that time and because the famine was very

severe, Abram went to sojourn in Egypt. Hence The earth did not include Egypt.  Thus “The earth” must be viewed as belonging to Abraham. God told Abraham that he would become a mighty nation and the father of a full hand  of nations. Therefore, all The nations of The earth are those nations that descended from Abraham. Consequently, in Gen 25:6, we see that Ishmael, Midian and his five brothers are given their blessings and sent away Eastwards. Only Isaac and his seed remain of all The families of The ground and of all The nations of The earth.


We are told in Gen 26:1 that another famine had come in The earth and in verses 3 and 4 Jehovah appeared to Isaac and said, “Sojourn in this The earth and I will be with thee and I will bless thee; for unto thee and unto thy seed will I give all these The earths (plural - the countries of the peoples who were living in The earth). I will multiply thy seed as the stars of The heavens and I will give unto thy seed all these The earths and in thy seed shall all The nations of The earth (singular) bless themselves because Abraham listened to My voice ....

Here we see the Covenant that God made with Abraham confirmed to Isaac and his seed. The earth, the

region that God had made had now become the property of Isaac. Furthermore, we see by verse 4, that it is

all the nations of Isaac’s seed who come from The earth, that are going to bless themselves.

Then in Genesis 28:13-15, Jehovah spoke to Jacob saying:

13 ... The earth on which thou liest, to thee will I give it and to thy seed.

14 And thy seed shall be as The dust of The earth and thou shalt spread abroad to west and east and north and south and shall bless themselves in thee all The families of The ground and in thy seed.

15 And behold, I will be with thee and will guard thee in every place in which thou mayest go and  will return thee to this The ground; for I will not forsake thee until I have done that which I have spoken to thee.

Thus the covenant is finally confirmed to Jacob and his seed. Esau sold his birthright and eliminated himself from the covenant. This means that Jacob and his twelve sons constitute the only family of The ground and (subsequently) the only nation of The earth that Jehovah brought out of Egypt and to whom He

made Himself known. (The Hebrew of Verse 14 could be translated, ... all The families of The ground (that are) in thee and in thy seed shall bless themselves which would make more sense of what Jehovah has been saying in Chapter after Chapter in this Book of Beginnings).

The special place held by Israel is established conclusively in Ex 20:24 when God agrees to go with Israel

so that His act of going with them will separate them from all the other nations on The faces of The ground.

If God meant to say that all nations of the whole wide world were going to be blessed in Abraham’s seed, why didn’t he say, "All nations of the earths (plural) will bless themselves"?

The same theme we have found in the Old Covenant Scriptures is present in the New Covenant also. Acts 3:25 states that God said to Abraham, In thy seed shall The families of The earth be blessed. The Greek word for families is patria which is listed in all the Lexicons as meaning families, tribes or kindreds descended from the one ancestor - in this case, Abraham. The term The earth, when used on its own, is the New Covenant equivalent of the Old Covenant term. Its use is clearly defined in Acts 1:8 and Acts 17:26 where it refers to Palestine and the people of the Dispersion.
HOW WERE ABRAM’S SEED TO BLESS THEMSELVES?

    We have clear statements about this, but there were conditions.

Deut 28:1-14:2 And all these blessings shall come on you and overtake you, if you will listen to the voiceof Jehovah your God. You shall be blessed in the city and you shall be blessed in the field ... Jehovah shall open to you His good treasure, The heavens to give rain to your earth in its season and to bless all work of your hand ...

Contained in the blessing was the Promised Land. We know from the teachings of Jesus that obedience to Him guarantees our resurrection. Thus in both Covenants, it is through acts of obedience that blessing becomes operable. Obedience itself is but the fruit of belief and the trust that springs from belief.

Acts 3:26 explains that it is Jesus whom God raised up and sent to be a blessing without exception, to all

the Israel families and nations, past present and future. For it was Jesus alone who was able to lift the Bondage of Death from all the People He came to redeem: to remove that curse of death from a Law that was given to the People of only one race, one nation, one family - Israel. This is the initial fulfilment of the promises of the blessing to the Israel families and nations of The earth. Did not Jesus say I was not sent if not to the lost sheep of the House of Israel? He came to restore to cast-off Israel the hope and potential to regain that everlasting life once enjoyed by Adam, the first family of The ground. Hence both the Old and the New Covenants confirm that:

a. The blessing of all The families of The ground and of The nations of The earth refers only to the seed of Jacob.

b. The blessing is brought about as a result of obedience.

c. It is Jesus who brings the blessing.

d. Israel will bring the blessing upon themselves by believing what Jesus said and, consequently as a nation, bringing forth the fruits thereof.

e. There is no change, no deviation, from God’s plan and purpose, from Genesis to Revelation and from the Old Covenant to the New.

“ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD”

In Rev 11:15, some of our popular editions of the Bible have all the Kingdoms of the world becoming the Kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ but the Greek word for kingdom in that verse is singular, not plural; it means a kingdom, not a sovereignty as some Bibles translate it. While all nations are sovereignties, including kingdoms, a republic is not and never can be a kingdom.

The Greek word for world is kosmos which means an order or system; in this context it relates to a system or order of Government based in Law. It does not refer to the World as a created entity. The word Lord is kurio and it refers to Jesus because God is addressed as tou theou in verse 16.

“OUT OF EVERY NATION”.

In Rev 7:4 we have the sealing of the 144,000 and in Rev 7:9 we see a great multitude which no one could number, out of every nation and kindred-tribes and peoples and tongues. But this verse simply confirms the identity of those redeemed by Jesus in the song of Rev 5:9. Note very carefully that this multitude does not consist of people made up out of every tribe, nation, etc.. Israel was scattered among every tribe, nation and tongue and consequently has to be redeemed and raised out from amongst those tribes, nations and tongues whence they had been scattered.

The identification of Israel is repeated time and time again; in Rev 7:9 the great crowd refers to a multitude of the same class or kind as the 144,000 who were sealed. That is, an Israelite multitude. The 144,000 and the crowd are described together to ensure that there can be no doubt as to their identity. In verse 13, one of the Elders in Heaven specifically asks John if he can identify this crowd of people and where they come from, to which John replies You know!. And the Elder explains these are they who have come out of The Tribulation, The Great (One). Since there can only be one Tribulation which is The Great One, this has to be the Great Tribulation prophesied in Jer 30:5-7 and Daniel 12:1.

The Great Tribulation is thus the time of Jacob’s Trouble: therefore the numberless crowd of verse 9 are identified as being Israelites, otherwise it would not be Jacob’s Trouble that they came out of. In verse 10, the crowd refer to God as our God and throughout Scripture, God only claims Israelites as being His children and His people. This is confirmed once again in Rev 18:20. At that point the 1st Resurrection of the Dead has come and gone, Babylon has been destroyed and all that numberless crowd in Heaven is called upon to look down and rejoice over Babylon’s destruction. The only ones mentioned in that verse as being in Heaven are:

a. The Saints (who are Israel)

b. The Apostles of Israel

c. The Prophets of Israel

Thus right through the Bible, there is just one theme and it concerns Israel. Even here in Revelation there

is no evidence of Israel being required by God or Jesus to do any "blessing" of any other peoples. In fact

all the evidence points the other way. It is Jesus who brings a blessing to all the Families of Israel without

exception. And God says:

a. They that will not serve thee (Israel) shall perish.

b. I will make a full end of those nations whither I have scattered thee (Israel) but I will not make a full end of thee.

And here in Revelation, amongst the references to those who rise to Heavenly spheres, there is no mention

of any others than Israel.

Therefore if God so loves the Kosmos that He sent (gave) His only-begotten son Jesus; and Jesus declared that He was not sent if not to the Lost Sheep of the House of Israel, then it should be obvious that The kosmos of John 3:16 must be The House, Order, or Kosmos of Israel.

Remember also that Paul said in Rom 5:13 That while death entered into The order through one man’s sin nevertheless sin was not imputed unless the Law was given. But since the Flood the Law was given only to Israel. Other races commit sinful acts, just as Israel did, but no sin is imputed to them because they were not given the Law. Therefore, the Israel kosmos is the only kosmos that Jesus could legally redeem.

CONCLUSION

In the introduction is was said, “This paper is written in particular to counter the prevailing view held by British Israelites and many others.  This paper will show that the phrase, “All the nations of the earth” does not and cannot mean “every person of every race”.  This has been adequately demonstrated.
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