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HAVARA Hrﬂf?ﬁavﬁmanhﬁ&nﬁﬁhmn#a_ :

f‘ CTE?‘T) NHAN DAN ON 9 NOVENEEZR CADRIEq A STOF’Y ARCUT THE U, S.
.fF".’LLOT MCCAIN WHO WAS CAPTURED o¥ 26 CCTORER. AFTER RIS F’LA\‘“‘
‘}{AD Bb.""ts SHOT DOL’I‘ OVER HANDI.

'\

Iq FLIGHT ON. & RAID ACQI'CT HANQD WAS THE FIR”T rbn HI‘
) Lnu? HIS 23D RAIDING FLIGHT- OVER XORTH VIETNAM, MCCAIN WaAS
. -IJVERY AFRAID QOF THE C?IhTE\ SE) ANTIAIRCRAFT NETWORX IN HaMOI,

;HHIGH IS NGT DNLY C?IrTgr \SE) uUT UErY ACCURATE . THAT IS Wy IT
BECANE ;R?ORTAMT.-IHREE OUT OF ES RIRCRAFT OF HIS GRQUP .WERT
i OWNED. “THE .UNITED STATES IS POT ABLE TO BEAR IT IF QUT OF |
FNEPY 25" AIRCRAFT THREE ARE DOWNED, HE. SAIn.

ST T
e

I MCCAIN- STATER  THERE 1'E _NOT ANy DOUET FOR ME THINCc ARE
AKING, PLAGE IN W DR NORTH: VIETNA , IN FARTICULAT,
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HAROI VNA INTERNATIONAL SERVICE IN FEENCH 1339 G¥T 9 NOV €7 B
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. \CINTERVIEV"OF ANERICAN ‘POW:LT COR JOHN SIDNEY KCCAIN PUBLISHED
Pt 9 NOVEMBER NHAN DAN) .o B .

" (EXCERPT) HANOIN 9 NOVEMBER-w(PASSAGE ONITTED ON CIRCUMSTANCES
BERIND KCCAIN®S TRANSFER FROM--CARRIER PORRESTAL TO ORISKANY AND
(N1S CAPTURE ON TRUC BACK LAKE O 26 OCTORER 1967) |

- TO A QUESTION OF THE CORRESPONDENT, MCCAIN ANSYERED ¢ =wy
[ASSIGNMENT TO THE ORISKANY, 1 TOLD KYSELF, VAS DUE_TO SERIOUS

WRSSES "IN PILOTS WHICH VERE SUSTAIRED BY TRIS AIRCRAFT CARRIER

- [@UE-J0 -ITS RAIDS OVER NORTH VIETNAX TERRITORY=-VNA) AND VHICH ;

YEGESSTTATED REPLACEMENTS . FROK 10 TO 12 PILOTS WERE TRANSFERRED LIKE .
ME FROW THE FORRESTAL TO THE ORISKANY. BEFORE Y WAS SHOT DOWN WE. . - -

;Hi SLADE SEVERAL “SORTIES. (ALTGOETHER I1:MADE.ABOUT 23 FLIGHTS OVER . ..
[HORTIL VIETNAM, = ©. ok . S y .

DN

' . .‘ \- - e d ] ! :.._‘... . - e ¢_' Y . ' U . .
I MCCAIN SDMITTBD'THAT'HE_PARTIGIPATED:FIVE OR SIX TIHES IN -~
\THE ATTACKS ON THE KATPHONG  SECTOR. ..... . c

.
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. D\ SER ) , i ; . ’ )
 po FEARSTILL  CLEARLY SHOVED “ON #IS FACE‘MNEN HE RECALLED HIS DISASTROUS
[BORTIE ON 26 OCTOBER AGAINST-HANOI. "THE BRIEFXRG WAS HELD .
N THE WORNINC,® HE SAID., “THAT’S '‘RIGHT. I REKEFEER THAT I¥*VAS IN
WL 'MORNING THAT THEY TOLD WE OF THE SITUATION AND THE PLAN OF THE
(RAID, "BHICH SKOULD TAKE PLACE AROUT NOON, A RECONMAISSANCE: OFF ICER
[EAPLAINED THIS PLAN TO KE. THEY -SHOYED MI.PHOTOGRAPHS OF MY TARGET
{AND MARKED OUT THE PATHS TO BE FOLLOVED BY THE ORISKANY AT THIS
LFOINTe THEY POINTED "QUT TO ME A NUYEER OF AMTIATRCRAFT POSITIONS
NEAR HAROI AND A NUKEER OF POSSIELE RGCKET POSITIONS, THE POSITION
‘OF OUR'RESCUE SHIPS, THE RADIO FREQUENCY, THE COMPOSITION OF THE
FLIGKT, AND SO FORTH. UPON ARRIVAL NEAR THE TARGET, QUR.FOREATION,
¥ITH SIX BOMBERS, WOULD MOUNT THE ATTACK WCCORDING TO THE FOLLOVING
ORDER: I ¥OULD BE MUYBER THREE, AMD THE-CHIEF OF THE FORMATION, .
RUMBEER ONE. EACH.PILOT WOULD MAVE T APPROACH THE JTARGET ERQw. L
. T g _ T U T T T T Y s

LS T - Be e, js . |
1 “WHILE MOVING TOWARD THE TARGET, VE STUMBLED GVER A VERY DENSE
INETYORK OF FIRE, -A VERY POWERFUL RIPOSTE. A FEW ROCKETS-VERE =
+\SEEN. OUR CHIEF TURNED TO APPROACH THE YARGET AND I FOLLOVER.HIY
(AT A DISTANCE., AT THE TIKE WHEN I ¥AS PREPARING TO DROP KY ‘ov .
'BOMBS==1 DID NOT XNO¥W WHETHER OR MOT I COULD DROP. THEM. “RECAMSE ..
" [THIRGS WERE HAPPENING TOO FAST~-=I HEARD A TERFIBLL EXPLDSION .
MITH SVROY MY FLAMT ATT SENT IT TOVARD THME GFOUNT. IT vag HIf ro
VIOLEHTLY "THAT I VAS THROWN OR MY EACK AND YEKT STAAIGHMT TOVARD
HTRENGEQURDNIAY THIS POSTURE. Y TRIED-T0 PUIY THE D15 =0
N O
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E,ATURALLYJI FELT BUFFETTING EECAUSE HY BAILING OUT VAS FADE AT ThE
TIMXE WHEN THE PLANE ¥AS FALLING TOO FAST. WHEKN TUE PARACKUTE
OPENED I LOOKED DOVHN AND FOUND QUT THAT I WAS GOING TO FALL INTO .|
EHLAKE. I ¥AS REALLY LUCKY TO BE AELE TO FALL INTO A LAKE, ALL

R

OUKD ME BOMBS VERE EXPLODING ¥HILE RDCKETS -AND ANTIAIRCRAFT. :
HELLS WERE STREAKING THROUGH THE SXY. I HIT THE LAKE AND WENT TO °
HE BOTTOM. -WHILE TRYING TO RETURK TO THE SURFACE, I ¥WAS SEIZED

Y VIETNAKESE AND PUSHED TO THE BANK' DF THE "LAKE« THEY ﬁiSARMED
RND BROUGHT FE TO PRISON b ?2“"*””“”[.

: AL
mYHAT DO YOu THINK OF HANOI'¢ FIRE EAFRﬁGE?" ASKED THE NHAN
AR CORRESPONDENT- =

KCCAIN CRIED OUT: TVERY IhTEhSE VEFY ACCURAT E. VHEN A FIRE
AHRAGE IS 50 ACCURATE, ONE HAS ToO, HECKON ¥ITH IT. YOU ARE
%CELLENT ARTILLERYNEN. NATURALLY, T HAVE HEVER SEEN SUCH A . .. .
béFE NETV¥ORK, BECAUSE IT VAS THL FIRST TIFE THAT 1 FLVW' KL_

ER-HANOI.® C i

f “WERE -ALL THE PILOTS VHO HAD FLOWN OVER HANOI AFRAID OF THE
IREPOVER FROM THE GROUND?

“YES, CERTAIPLY!' MCCATIR kID. "HOV LUCKY ART THOSE WHO DOQ
NOT HAVE TO. COME OFTEH TOfHE KAMOI SECTOR. VERY DANGEROUS!
ECAUSE THEY COULD VERY AXEZLL RE SHOT DOWH, HIT, SONETHING
HAT NO ONE WANTS] W! I ARRIVED NEAR WY TARGET I SA¥ TWO
OCKETS -STREAXING B FY SIDE, AND IT® iAc TERRICLE T0 c-"EE'... THEY -
FLE¥ VERY FAST, VERY STROLGL?..

l JUDDENLY‘THE ‘AIR PIRATE WAS SILENT AS IFSTILL ORSESSED BT o 9
THE MEHOHY OF HIS DISASTERGUS SDPTIE. : : - '

P’ “FOR ‘¥E " ﬁE‘CbNCLUDED;'"THERE Is*nn”LoNGEﬁ AVY DOUBY 7
THINGS ARE TAXKING PLACE IN' A FAVORABLE OPINION, THE-UNITED. aTATEE K
hf PRESENT SEEMS TO BE STNARING ALDPE. 50 vucn Is ITS 150LATIO¥ - S




